The Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, has announced further savings to Benefits in his Autumn Statement 2011. 
· Uprating most working age and disability benefits in line with the CPI in 2012-13, an increase of 5.2 per cent. 
· The standard minimum income guarantee in Pension Credit will increase by 3.9 per cent. 
· Raise the State Pension age to 67 between April 2026 and April 2028 in response to changes in demography. This measure is expected to save around £60 billion in today’s prices between 2026–27 and 2035–36. 
· Not go ahead with the planned £110 above inflation increase to the child element of the Child Tax Credit. 
· Freezing the couple and lone parent elements of the Working Tax Credit in 2012–13. 
· Uprate the child element of the Child Tax Credit and disability elements of tax credits in line with the Consumer Prices Index in 2012–13. 
· Raise the threshold for Savings Credit in April 2012 to £111.10 for single pensioners and £177.20 for pensioner couples. 
· Introduce the Youth Contract, worth a total of £940 million over the Spending Review period. In part it will provide extra support from Jobcentre Plus for unemployed 18-24 year olds, with additional advisor time and a careers interview from the National Careers Service after three months on Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA), and with weekly, rather than fortnightly, signing for all 18-24 year olds from month five. Also will provide an offer of a work experience or a Sector Based Work Academy place for every unemployed 18-24 year old who wants one after three months on JSA, before they enter the Work Programme. The Government is providing an additional 250,000 places.
· Young people still unemployed after nine months on JSA will transfer to the Work Programme. 
· Provide funding for an estimated 160,000 wage incentives of £2,275 to make it easier for private sector employers to take on young people 
· Ensure the funding for at least 40,000 incentive payments for small firms to take on young apprentices 
· Fund a new £50 million a year programme to provide support to some of the most disadvantaged 16-17 year olds not in education, employment or training (NEET). 
· Flexibility into the Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) regime to enable claimants after six months or more to be referred to full-time training for up to eight weeks whilst remaining on JSA. 
Government set to reverse its decision to scrap the mobility component of Disability Living Allowance 
Tens of thousands of disabled people in care homes have won a reprieve over planned benefit cuts after a high-profile campaign supported by Scope and many other disability organisations. 
At the end of last month, Maria Miller, the Minister for Disabled People, announced that the mobility component for Disability Living Allowance would not be scrapped for people living in residential care as previously planned. This is because the Government could find no evidence for an overlap in funding - the principle reason that had been given for plans to remove the benefit. 
The announcement follows months of campaigning by disabled people, disabled people’s organisations and disability charities. It means that disabled people living in state-funded residential care needn't fear being prisoners in their own homes. 
Although there are still many concerns around changes proposed in the Welfare Reform Bill, this decision can be seen as a major campaign victory for disability campaigners whose efforts have helped to safeguard the independence of thousands.

Keep warm and healthy in the winter 
The Government, Age UK and the Met Office have launched cold weather initiatives aimed at keeping vulnerable people warm and healthy in the winter. 
The focus is on helping the most vulnerable by: 

· making an extra £10 million available to support existing Government schemes for those at risk of fuel poverty 
· creating a new £20 million fund – supported by Age UK – for local authorities and charities to address cold housing 
· launching a Cold Weather Plan – which will be jointly run with the Met Office and Health Protection Agency – to advise individuals, communities and agencies on how to prepare for and respond to severe cold weather 
· providing information on all aspects of keeping safe and well in winter online via the Getting Ready for Winter pages of the Directgov website. 

